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Contact information

	Company Web address
	www.arvir.co.za 

	Contact person
	Dr David Walwyn

	Telephone
	0027 11 605 9115

	Email
	dwalwyn@arvir.co.za

	Address
	c/o eGoli BIO, P O Box 398, Modderfontein 1645


Business Area

	Antiretroviral drug discovery and active pharmaceutical ingredient process development




Products/services in the market

	5-Methyluridine and Thymidine process technology




Project Portfolio or Service Concept

	Herbal medicines for treatment of HIV in the chronic phase

Novel NRTI for HIV (phase 3 clinical trial)




Collaboration Areas

	Local manufacture of antiretroviral active pharmaceutical ingredients

Joint development of herbal medicines and antiretrovirals




Company Profile

	Arvir Technologies (Pty) Ltd, is a start-up biotechnology company that was established in 2006 in order to extend access to affordable antiretrovirals (ARV) in South Africa, and in particular to develop a local ARV Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API) manufacturing entity.  The company is wholly owned by LIFElab, which is one of three Biotechnology Regional Innovation Centre Trusts that were set up in 2002 with funding from the Department of Science and Technology under the auspices of its National Biotechnology Strategy, with the aim of providing investment funding to develop a South African biotechnology industry.  

Arvir has developed close ties with a number of technology partners, and as a result has access to technology for the manufacture of the products efavirenz, tenofovir, zidovudine and stavudine.  It is now engaged in discussions with various companies on licensing the manufacturing rights to two of these ARV APIs (stavudine is now off-patent).  Furthermore, it is also engaged in developing its own technology through research agreements with the CSIR.  The latter is one of the joint founders of Arvir, and is also the largest research organisation in Africa, with extensive research interests in the life sciences, especially in drug discovery, development and manufacture.  Over the last ten years the institution has developed several ARV technologies, some of which have now been assigned to Arvir Technologies.  

This research presently has two main components; the development of a novel process for the low cost manufacture of Nucleoside Reverse Transcriptase Inhibitors (NRTIs) and three new natural products with anti-HIV activity based on traditional medicines.  




